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1. EOLLOWING IS TEXT OE AUGUST 10 WEINRAUB NY TIMES P. 10 
ARTICLE DATELINED NEW DELHI AUGUST 9. QUOTE: A CALCUTTA 
JUDGE HAS BARRED UNITED STATES CONSULATE OFFICIALS FROM 
ATTENDING THE FORTHCOMING TRIAL OF TWO AMERICANS WHO 
HAVE BEEN HELD FOR 16 MONTHS ON CHARGES OF ESPIONAGE 
ACTIVITIES. 

2. LAURENCE G. PICKERING, CONSUL GENERAL IN CALCUTTA, 

SAID IN A TELEPHONE INTERVIEW TODAY THAT A SESSIONS COURT 
JUDGE, N.G. CHOWDHURY, RULED TUESDAY THAT THE TRIAL WOULD 
BE HELD IN CLOSED SESSION STARTING SEPT. 9. 

3. MR. PICKERING SAID A PERSONAL APPEAL TO THE JUDGE HAD 
BEEN REJECTED. HOWEVER, CONSULAR ACCESS TO THE PRISONERS 
IS CONTINUING AND AN AMERICAN OFFICIAL IS VISITING THE MEN 
THREE TIMES A WEEK. 

4. THE DEFENDANTS ARE RICHARD W. HARCOS, A 27-YEAR-OLD 
ARMY VETERAN, AND ANTHONY A. FLETCHER, 30. THE MEN, WHO 
LIVED IN SAN FRANCISCO, HAVE LISTED THEIR OCCUPATION AS 
TAXI DRIVER. THEY ARE CHARGED WITH VIOLATING THE 
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AND ACTS THAT ARE "PREJUDICIAL TO THE SAFETY OR INTERESTS 
OF THE STATE. 

5. HEARING SET FOR AUG. 23. MR. PICKERING SAID A 
HEARING HAD BEEN SET FOR AUG. 23 AT THE REQUEST OF 
INDIAN DEFENSE ATTORNEYS FOR THE AMERICANS. THE LAWYERS 
ARE SEEKING THE RIGHT TO SEE THE SPECIFIC ALLEGATIONS. 

6. THE PRISONERS ARE ON A HUNGER STRIKE TO PROTEST 
AGAINST THEIR DETENTION AND IN AN EFFORT TO OPEN THEIR 
TRIAL TO THE PUBLIC. THEY ARE BEING FORCE-FED. 

7. BECAUSE THE OFFICIAL SECRETS ACT, WHICH PROVIDES 
IMPRISONMENT UP TO 14 YEARS, IS A SWEEPING MEASURE, 

EVEN THE BAREST DETAILS HAVE NOT BEEN PUBLISHED HERE. 

IT IS KNOWN THAT INDIAN SECURITY MEN SEIZED MR. HARCOS, 
WHO WAS SWIMMING WITH SCUBA GEAR IN A PROHIBITED AREA 
OF THE HOOGHLY RIVER HERE APRIL 26, 1973. MR. FLETCHER 
WAS ARRESTED LATER IN A HOTEL. LAWYERS INSIST THEY WERE 
INVOLVED IN A SCHEME TO SMUGGLE OUT HASHISH BY FIXING 

A PLASTIC BAG TO A SHIP'S HULL. UNQUOTE. 

8. ARTICLE CARRIED HEADLINE "TRIAL IN CALCUTTA BARS 
U.S. CONSULS; CASE OF AMERICANS ACCUSED OF SPYING TO 
BE CLOSED." KISSINGER 
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